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FORMAL COMPLAINT TO THE COLUMBIA COUNTY REPUBLICAN PARTY OF GEORGIA
RE: BRIAN SLOWINSKI, CHAIRPERSON

I, Lee C. Benedict, Jr., make this complaint to you on this 16th day of August, in the year of Our Lord, 2011, against BRIAN
SLOWINSKI, your Chairperson, of my own volition and without threat of repercussion or promise of reward.  I am
addressing this complaint in this manner because, on Tuesday, August 16, 2011, at 2225 hours, I visited
http://www.ccgagop.org/Columbia_County_Republican_Party/Home.html and all links provided therein, in an attempt
to ascertain your complaint procedures and gain access to a complaint form.  Seeing none, this complaint will be
addressed in this format.

Furthermore, my intent was to provide any and all of your rules, regulations, and bylaws, I believe to be violated.
However, your bylaws no longer appear on your website.  At one time they were, but no longer. Your webmasters are
Brian Slowinski and Brian Leven.

1. During the later part of March 2011-beginning of April 2011, Mr. Slowinski called me on the telephone and
asked me to remove a link from my Facebook page, my own personal Facebook page.  At that time, Mr.
Slowinski was your Chairperson and I was a citizen and resident of Columbia County, Georgia. It bears mention
that the link in question was related to Columbia County Board of Commissioners Chairman Ron Cross, and, I
was informed that Chairperson Slowinski (paraphrasing) berated his Executive Board during an Executive Board
meeting with Mr. Cross in attendance, and instructed the Executive Board to not challenge or question Mr.
Cross. In a Letter to the Editor of The Columbia County News-Times published on March 27, 2011, Chairperson
Slowinski wrote, “As the chair of the Columbia County Republican Party, I will do my best to build bridges and
rekindle friendships and collaboration.” In an article that appeared on March 16, 2011 in The Columbia County
News-Times , Chairperson Slowinski is quoted as saying, "’I'm someone who will always be fair to everybody
involved and make sure everybody gets a fair shake,’" In an article that appeared on April 06, 2011 in The
Columbia County News-Times, the author wrote, “Newly minted Party Chairman Brian Slowinski fired off a
strongly worded memo to members of the executive board - which includes a handful of people hostile to Cross
- calling the cartoon and its anonymous commentary ‘cowardly,’ and urging any members linking to the blog to
remove it.” How did the media learn of a “strongly worded memo”? I believe that Chairman Slowinski, as
Chairperson, does not have the right, duty, or responsibility to call a citizen, ask where the citizen received the
link, ask the citizen to remove the link, and tell the citizen that at one time he had the knowledge and ability to
“ping” the host site and determine the IP address that initiated the link, and, if it was one of his Board members,
“Tear ‘em a new one.”  The First Amendment does protect the right of the people to speak their minds, and your
Chairperson was way out of line and acted in a manner not befitting a Chairperson.

2. Soon after becoming Chairperson, in a piece on Chairperson Slowinski that appeared in The Metro Spirit, Mr.
Slowinski (paraphrasing) gave the impression that things will be done as he wants them to be done because he is
now Chairperson.  As stated earlier, it was my intent to cite your bylaws covering various topics.  But, your
webmasters no longer have the bylaws on your site.  Having said that, it is my understanding that the
Chairperson acts at the behest of the Executive Board and with the Executive Board’s consent.  The contents of
The Metro Spirit piece were again reinforced in August 2011 when, addressing the audience of The Austin
Rhodes Show, some listeners told me that Chairperson Slowinski reinforced that (paraphrasing) he is
Chairperson and therefore in complete control of Party business.  Again, I have no specific bylaw to cite that
governs this topic.

3. On August 16, 2011, I was asked if I heard of an email sent by Chairperson Slowinski to an Executive Board
member.  I had not.  I also do not know if the email in question even exists.  As an active Republican and former
District 2 Chairman of your organization, Chairperson Slowinski’s history, coupled with what I was told of what
he allegedly said and wrote, concerned me.  Therefore, I chose to email Chairperson Slowinski.  Below is our
dialogue:



Page 2 of 3

Sent at 4:01PM, August 16, 2011
Brian:
I have heard from numerous sources that, paraphrasing, you spoke to the audience of Austin Rhodes during a broadcast
and said that the Party/Executive Board will do what you tell it to do, and, paraphrasing again, sent an email to someone
with the message of my way or the highway, or get off the bus, or something along those lines.  Therefore, I am asking
you to confirm/deny and explain the situation.  Thank you.

Sent at 9:26PM, August 16, 2011
Hi Lee,
I don't respond to rumor or innuendo, just facts!!
I also will not respond anonymous attacks via Columbia County Conservative Viewpoint!
Just building a file for a Defamation Lawsuit!
I sign everything I do and will not dignify or get in a spat over this nonsense.
Hope you have the common sense to let sleeping dogs lie!
Regards,
Brian
P.S. It was nice to see you and your wife at the GCCRW meeting.

Sent at 9:51PM, August 16, 2011
OK. As far as. The CCViewpoint...I have no control over what they do. I will say that they back up what they write and
raise valid questions and concerns - their opinions are just that. If they write something about you that is not true, I do
not know if that is grounds for a lawsuit. But if you find an attorney to take the case and if you can get some $, do it.
So I am clear, you were not on Austin's show and say anything along those lines? I am a CCGOP member asking a
question of the Chair, and, correct me if I am wrong, you are not saying that you were on the radio or were not on the
radio, and if you were, you are not telling me the contents of the comments?
As far as having the sense to let sleeping dogs lie, what did you mean? Is that a threat? From your response and
demeanor, I sense that the Chairman is refusing to answer a member's question, and, telling him to butt out. And I fail to
see why you mention the CCCViewpoint...email them, call them out, tell them that you are building a suit for
defamation.
Pawlenty??? Did he bail to maybe posture himself for VP? I think that if Romney is the nominee, Cain will be veep.

Sent at 10:45PM, August 16, 2011
Lee,
Facts:
1.  Yes, I was on Austin's Show
2.  Your sources are flawed and not informed.
3.  I am telling you as a teacher to use your common sense and not butt into something where your relying on rumors or
in legal terms(heresay). Thats wise and good advice (common sense)
4. FYI:  A Defamation lawsuit requires three elements
A. A Statement of and concerning the plaintiff
B. Which depicts them in a derogatory manner and
C.  Published to a third party of, and concerning the plaintiff
5.  CCCVIewpoint leaves out facts to make their arguments seem more plausible.
I sent a comment back to the first puppets on a string article which they refused to publish!
6. Listen to the radio more, it's educational!  Maybe you can hear me on the radio for yourself!
7.  When you have a legitimate question based on fact not rumors, I will be happy to answer that?
8.  Go have a one on one with your friend, Barry at the CCNT, he misses your wit, I for one don't have a hankering for it!
Brian

4. Chairperson Slowinski’s attitude regarding a simple question indicates a high level of arrogance and sensitivity,
and, a dereliction of duty in his Chairperson role as you can ascertain for yourself.  He accuses me of butting in
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via hearsay, when in fact I was asking a simple question of the Chairperson, and only the Chairperson.
Regrettably, he chose to take the route detailed above which prompted me to bring others (you) into this.  I take
exception to his “butt into” remark and mentioning my employment.  He is the Chairperson, is he not?  People
inquired of me, and not knowing, I sent a nice email to him.  When he was asking for money (members) and I
wrote a check to the CCGOP, he did not accuse me of butting in. Is Chairperson Slowinski going to refund all
monies paid to his organization through membership fees?  He should, given his pomposity and requests to butt
out. I will remember to not butt in when I get calling post reminders about your monthly breakfast, when you
need people to post yard signs throughout the County, and when you solicit volunteers for events and for
people to buy tickets to your events.  If that is how this organization is managed, then I will not participate, and I
will encourage friends to follow suit.
 But what is of a greater concern is his threat in his 9:26PM statement.  Chairperson Brian Slowinski

wrote, “P.S. It was nice to see you and your wife at the GCCRW meeting.”  He made his borderline-
threatening remarks about using common sense, and then includes a P.S. about my spouse, which,
reminded me of mob movies that have characters portraying criminals who would ask anyone who
questioned them and/or would not comply with orders, about their spouse, children… Chairperson
Slowinski’s P.S., coupled with an article in The Columbia County News-Times published on March 23,
2011 which reads, “Slowinski learned to box at an early age so he could defend himself, eventually
fighting Golden Gloves. He also studied martial arts and wrestling”, left me contemplating visiting the
Columbia County Sheriff’s Office and swearing a complaint against your Chairperson.  However, I chose,
at this point in time, to contact you after I spoke with others about your Chairperson’s threatening
comments. But please now be notified officially that I am considering Chairperson Slowinski’s words to
be threatening to me and my family.  Further, I refuse to follow the Party’s format for raising a question
and/or concern to the Chairperson of the Columbia County Republican Party of Georgia, and for a
Chairperson to demand that only certain questions be asked, and refusing to answer certain types of
questions mentioned above, is insulting, arrogant, and rude.

It is my opinion that Chairperson Slowinski’s actions and demeanor are contrary to your organization and constitute
serious ethical deficits which should be addressed forthwith.  Based upon what the webmasters have on your website
(namely the nine [9] pictures of Chairperson Slowinski with elected and/or prominent Republicans that appear on your
“Welcome Columbia County Republicans” page), and do not have on your website (bylaws and contact information for
Executive Board members other than Chairperson Slowinski), Chairperson Slowinski’s concerns and agenda appear to
center on power and authority and on personal and political gain, not the best interest of the Columbia County
Republican Party of Georgia.  When he stated, “I will do my best to build bridges and rekindle friendships and
collaboration”, if this is how he embarks on that endeavor, it has failed with me and all others who want for the right
things to be done in a dignified and professional manner. This is how your Chairperson builds bridges? His “I'm
someone who will always be fair to everybody involved and make sure everybody gets a fair shake” comment is proving
to not be true. I posted his attempt at giving a “fair shake” above.

His attitude, in my view, appears to be that of one who believes himself to be enamored with/by power and perceived
power. I trust that the Ethics Committee will give this the due diligence it deserves and provide me with the courtesy of
a prompt reply.  Thank you.

Lee Benedict
Martinez, GA


